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CHAPTER I 

QUALIFICATIONS AND RULES FOR A PREACHER 

I. Call to Preach 

1180. We regard the call to preach the Gospel to be both internal and 
external. 

1. The external call consists of those gifts and graces requisite to the 
proper and faithful discharge of the duties of the Christian 
ministry. We expect those who profess to be moved upon by the 
Holy Ghost to preach: a.) To evidence an unmistakable 
conception of salvation by faith, b.) To possess a sound mind, c.). 
To have a clear understanding of the scriptures, d.) To have a right 
judgment in the things of God, e. To have a good degree of 
utterance as a Preacher. 

2. The external call does not confer personal gifts nor qualifications, 
nor presupposes both. It is designed to confer upon the Preacher 
who is found to possess the inward call, official authority to 
exercise in the name of God and in the name of The Church, the 
functions of Christian ministry. 

II. Rules for a Preacher's Conduct 

1181. The rules for a Preacher's Conduct shall be: 
Rule 1. Be diligently and purposefully employed. 
Rule 2. Be serious. Let the Preacher's motto be "Holiness to the 

Lord." Avoid all lightness, jesting and foolish talking. 
Rule 3. Be circumspect and conduct oneself prudently. 
Rule 4. Believe evil of no one without good evidence. Unless 

You see it done, they must take heed how then they 
credit it. Put the best construction on everything. 

Rule 5. Speak evil of no one. 
Rule 6. As a Methodist Minister, you must mind every point, 

Rule 7. 
Rule 8. 
Rule 9. 
Rule 10. 

great and small, in The A.ME. Zion Discipline. 
Avoid all pretentiousness. 
Be ashamed of nothing but sin. 
Be punctual. 
A Preacher should act in all things, not according to 
their ow~ ':ill, b_ut as sons and daughters of the Gospel. 
As such It Is then duty to employ their time as brothers 
and sisters in the vineyard of the Lord. It is needful 
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that they should do the part of the work that they d . 
and work those times and places which they judge :Ire 
needful for the glory of God. 0st 

1182_ Some useful advices for Preachers in general include the 
following: . . 

l. Be sure to never disap~omt a congregation. 
2. Begin at the time appomted. . . 
3. Let their whole deportment be se~ous, weighty and solemn. 
4. Always suit the subject to the audience. 
5. Choose a text that provides clarity and understanding. 
6. Do not ramble; keep to the text and subject 
7. Avoid anything awkward or affected either in gestures, phrases, 

or pronunciation. 
8. Do not usually pray extempore about eight to ten minutes ( at most) 

without intermissions. 
9. Frequently read and expound upon a passage of scripture, and let 

novice Preachers exhort without taking a text. 
10. Let the Preacher always make themselves available for the great 

Christian festivals by preaching on these occasions. 

III. Manner and Method of Preaching 

1183. The best method of preaching consists of the following: 
1. To convict one of sin-, 
2. To offer Christ-, 
3· To invite a response to salvation-
4· To b~ild up the household of faith. These components should be 

done m some manner in every sermon. 
t d il\

84
· T~e most effectual way is to preach Christ in all His offices aod 

{ t ec are Hi~ l~w as well as His Gospel to both believers and unbelievers. 
hoe1. every Mmister strongly and forcibly insist on inward and outward mess. 

IV. Entry Level for Preachers 
ill85. Preparatio h 1 . . or 

equivalent with n s ou d consist of a High School diploma .,r11 
b , proper docum t t· k ·t knOvv" Y letter or othe . en a ion. The person shall ma e 1 ·ts' 
equivalent. rwise, by presenting a High School Diploma or 1 
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